
 
    

CUBA: Architecture 

and Preservation Tour 

                    JANUARY 13-21, 2017 
An eight-day guided adventure exploring the architecture, history,  

and cultural traditions of this beautiful and changing country. 

Adirondack Architectural Heritage (AARCH) led our first tour to Cuba in 

January 2016. Our group had a rich and delightful experience, full of surprises. 

We are thrilled to offer another opportunity to visit this fascinating place and 

learn more about the people and history. Group size is limited! Send in your 

registration as soon as possible. See back page for details. 



Itinerary 

Friday, January 13  Miami to CIENFUEGOS 
We’ll begin our tour of Cuba in this city, designated a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site and built around a beautiful bay in the Caribbean Sea. 
Originally settled by French colonialists, it has a mix of well-preserved French 
and Spanish colonial architecture and a fascinating history 

Saturday, January 14  CIENFUEGOS 
A morning exploring the historic center of Cienfuegos. Presentation and 
guided tour by the City Historian of the Tomas Terry Theater, Casa Cultura 
Benjamin Duarte and other museums. Afternoon visit seaside area of Punta 
Gorda and the Palacio del Valle. Other possible destinations include the 
gorgeous monumental cemetery and the Castillo de Juaga fortress. 
Traditional Cuban music (Benny More-style) in the evening. 
 
Sunday, January 15  TRINIDAD 
After breakfast we head for another UNESCO World Heritage Site, the town 
of Trinidad, stopping on the way at the Soledad Botanical Gardens. 

Founded in 1514, Trinidad’s cobblestone streets and architecture give the 
town a timeless feel with a layout that is largely unchanged over centuries. 

The opulent houses are a 
reminder of the vast wealth 
of the region derived from 
sugar cane and slavery.  

In the afternoon we’ll 
explore museums and sites 
in the historic center, check 
in at the hotel, and end the 
day with dinner and an 
evening of music and 
dancing at the Casa de la 
Trova. 

 



Monday, January 16  TRINIDAD to MATANZAS 
In the morning, we’ll see the Scale Model of 
Trinidad and take a walking tour with the City 
Historian. Then we’ll drive through the central 
provinces of Cuba to Matanzas, a major industrial 
port founded in 1693 on the north shore of Cuba 
and known as the “city of bridges.” It has strong 
influences of Afro-Cuban culture and religion 
and is also the birthplace of rumba music. 
We’ll arrive in time for dinner and sunset-
watching on the hotel beach. 
 
Tuesday, January 17  MATANZAS 
Tour of the city including the Teatro Sauto, a 
world-famous neo-classical arts center; the 
Versailles quarter; and San Severino Castle. 
Our evening may take us to a dance 
performance, baseball game or other cultural delights. 
 
Wednesday, January 18 through Saturday, January 21  HAVANA 
After experiencing the breadth and beauty of architecture and preservation 
efforts (and great culture) in different parts of Cuba, we’ll spend the our 
remaining days taking in the magic of Havana, old and new. We’ll be staying 
in a restored hotel in Old Havana. 

Our Havana itinerary will include (among other places): 
 Meetings with architects and historians and a guided tour of Old Havana. 

 Visit to a restoration trades school. 

 Visit to “Arte Corte,” a neighborhood revitalization project . 

 Tour of the Higher Institutes for the Arts on the grounds of the former 

Havana Country Club. 

 Visit to the Cristobal Colon Cemetery with its 55,000 monuments. 

 Museum of the Revolution, Fine Arts Museum, and Morro Castle. 

 Time to explore on your own. 

Return flight to Miami leaves Havana on Saturday, January 21 at noon. 



CUBA: Architecture and Preservation 
Tour—January 13-21, 2017 

$4,900 per person, double occupancy  ($700 single supplement) 

Included: 
▪ Round-trip airfare from Miami to Cuba 
▪ Entry visa 
▪ All accommodations, programs and related entrance fees in Cuba 
▪ Most meals, tips and gratuities 
▪ Private tour-bus transportation for all organized activities 
▪ English-speaking guide 

Not included: 
▪ $25 Cuban airport tax, to be paid upon departure from Miami 
▪ Personal expenses 
▪ Additional meals, activities or transportation not included in tour 

itinerary 
▪ Travel interruption, cancellation, and baggage insurance 
 
 
Trip is limited to 23 participants. It will be led by two experienced AARCH 
staff members. 
 
Registering for the Tour 
Confirm your interest for inclusion in the tour by August 15, 2016 by email 
(info@aarch.org) or by mail. Please include a short letter with your 
registration explaining why you are interested in this trip and tell us about 
previous international travel experience. 
 
Registration deadline:  August 15, 2016 
$500 deposit due shortly after confirmation of tour spot (early September). 
 
Questions? Please call or email: 518-834-9328 or info@aarch.org. Thank you 
for your interest in our Cuba tour, programs and in AARCH. We look forward 
to hearing from you soon. 

ADVENTURE.  PRESERVE.  LEARN. 

1745 Main Street, Keeseville, NY 12944  |  518.834.9328 | www.aarch.org 

AARCH programs are made possible, in part, through the 
generous support of the New York State Council on the 
Arts, Architecture + Design Program. 

Preserving the Architecture and Communities of the Adirondacks  
through Education, Action, and Advocacy 
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