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PRESERVATION RESOURCES, INC   Bob Yapp-574-283-0630 
 

WINDOW & STORM PAINTING SPECIFICATIONS 
 
Work Description 
 
A) Preparation 
 
A-1) Remove all paint from sashes, jambs, sills and interior stools.  
Remove the paint with either liquid strippers or infrared heat and carbide hand scrapers. DO NOT DRY 
SCRAPE. Always mist the paint with water before carbide scraping. Do not excessively heat the wood or it 
will produce lead fumes over 600 degrees or scorch the wood. If using a standard heat gun, it is not 
necessary to heat the paint very long. After lightly heating the paint go to another sash or jamb. This allows 
the heated paint to cool down making removal of the water misted paint   easier. Stage the paint removal, 
except jambs/sills/stools either off-site or outside the building, on the grounds. Before scraping, all areas on 
the ground must be tarped off and all windows must be closed. Dispose of all paint debris according to local 
regulations. Always wear a double filtered respirator rated for lead fumes as well as safety glasses. 
 

B) Wood Repairs  
B-1) Repair any rotted broken or cracked siding and trim with like material and/or architectural epoxies. All 
epoxy wood repairs to be made with both LiquidWood & WoodEpox by ABATRON 262-653-2000 or 
www.abatron.com.  
 
C) Hand Washing 
C-1) All bare wood should be hand washed with TSP and water. Use ¼ cup of TSP for every gallon of water 
and scrub the siding. This should then be rinsed with a hose without a spray nozzle. 
 
D) Moisture 
D-1) Before any primer or paint is applied on the wood, you must test the wood to be sure the moisture 
content does not exceed 15%. The only way to determine this is with a moisture meter. All house painters 
should have one of these meters. Painting wood above 15% moisture can knock 5 to ten years off the life of 
the paint job. Power washing is an automatic prescription for paint failure and is not allowed. The high 
pressure drives moisture deep into the wood and it can take as long as six months to dry down to 15% 
moisture. 
 
E) Priming 
E-1) Prime all bare wood surfaces only with Benjamin Moore “Moorwhite” exterior alkyd oil primer. Latex 
primer does not bite into the wood and condition it properly for caulk and topcoats. This should be applied 
by brush, not spray. Cover all areas not to receive paint to assure no dripping or spilling on these surfaces. 
 

F) Caulking 
F-1) Use a paintable, acrylic/latex caulk with silicon. Imagine your house under Niagara Falls. Caulk all 
areas the cascading water can penetrate, but don’t caulk where it can’t. 
 
G) Two Top Coats 
G-1) Brush-on two coats of Benjamin Moore, MoorGlo semi-gloss, acrylic latex as topcoats to all wood 
surfaces. 

 
H) Paint Maintenance 
H-1) A paint job must be maintained on a yearly basis. Look around the house to see if any paint is failing. 
Paint failure, on a properly painted house, can be caused by things such as exhaust fans not sealed properly, 
leaky gutters or roof problems. Correct the moisture problems first, then scrape, prime and paint the failed 
areas.  
 


